The praying mantids (Order Mantodea, Class Insecta) 
INTRODUCTION
The praying mantids belong to the order Mantodea which is often considered as minor order of class Insecta as it constitutes a group of over only 2500 species [1] . Mostly, mantids are skilled opportunitstic ambush predators, remain stationary until suitable prey passes at which point they use their raptorial forelegs to catch their prey. However, some species are actively stalk cryptic conspecifics [2] . Although they usually prey on other insects, they are known to occasionally take small vertebrates such as lizards, frogs and hummingbirds [3] . Because of their efficient hunting techniques, they play a vital role in the natural control of insect pests [4] . They are predatory mostly inhabiting in tropical and subtropical habitats of the world, from the highly humid rainforest to the desert ground [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] . Its phylogeny was discussed by many workers in past [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] .
Mantoida Newman, 1838 with 11 species and Paramantoida Agudelo, 2014 with one species. These genera have never been reviewed taxonomically and the current taxonomic literature allows the identification of only a handful of species. They are distributed only in South and Central America [43] [44] [45] [46] .
Like above two families, Metallyticidae includes just one genus, Metallyticus Westwood, 1835 which is one of the most fascinating praying mantids but little is known of its biology [38, 47] . It comprises only five species. Metallyticus is restricted to the Oriental region [25, 29, 33] . Most of the specimens collected in the more than 170 years since the description of the genus were found throughout the Malayan and Indonesian regions.
Acanthopidae, commonly known as dead-leaf mantids or boxer mantids is relatively large group, consists of 14 genera and 96 species and are exclusively distributed in neotropical ecozone of America. They are mostly dead-leaf mimics and the females hang upside down from twigs and branches resembling dry, curled leafs [48] [49] [50] . In Acanthopidae, three subfamilies are included: Acanthopinae (8 genera, 53 species), Acontistinae (5 genera, 40 species), and Stenophyllinae (1 genus, 3 species). However, considering the morphological diversity among these three lineages and the lack of definite autopomorphies [13] , including these taxa as members of a single family is suspect [15] . Acanthopinae includes some of the most cryptic and bizarrelooking mantids of the neotropics [51] . The Acanthopidae are widely distributed from central Mexico south to the Atlantic rainforest of southern Brazil [52] [53] [54] [55] [56] [57] [58] . The member of the family Amorphoscelidae, commonly known as bark mantids, are small to medium in size, mostly with cryptic colour of tree-bark and some mimic ants. They hunt on ground or on tree trunks. Usually females are apterous or brachypterous while males are fully winged. In most of them, sexual dimorphism is distinct. Amorphoscelidae includes three subfamilies: Amorphoscelinae (5 genera, 62 species), Paraoxypilinae (8 genera, 30 species), and Perlamantinae (2 genera, 3 species) with 15 genera and 95 species/subspecies. Most of the Amorphoscelinae are distributed in the Tropical and Southern regions of Africa over to the Middle East and the oriental region, including New Guinea. All members of Amorphoscelinae are very unique within the order Mantodea as they are characterided by the absence of any spination of the fore femora and fore tibiae [59] [60] [61] , whereas, Paraoxypilinae are distributed in Australia and nearby. Stenophyllinae are small group of mantids distributed in Western Africa. Sibyllidae is exclusively African family including only three genera and 17 species. They can be easily identified by having a long and thin prothorax with lateral and dorsal projections. The head bears an erect process with four sideways spikes. The taxonomy of Sibyllidae was thoroughly reviewed by Roy [62] . Most of the distributional records are scattered in literature [53] . The checklists of Mantodea of different countries/continents/ecozones are published in recent past by several authors [6, 10, 29, 33, 53, [63] [64] [65] [66] [67] [68] [69] [70] [71] [72] [73] [74] [75] [76] . In the present compilation, only valid name of the species is presented after critical scrutiny of literature. Hence, the present article will help in solving an up-todate listing of the mantid species of 6 families of Mantodea, viz. Chaeteessidae, Mantoididae, Metallyticidae, Acanthopidae, Amorphoscelididae and Sibyllidae. In preparing of this checklist, recent literatures (published up to October, 2016) were scrutinized for synonymy along with the information available at two websites (http://mantodea.speciesfile.org and http://www.gbif.org/species) accessed on 25 October, 2016.
GLOBAL CHECK-LIST
Following is the checklist of the six families of Mantodea. Synonymy of the taxa were avoided and for that literature published in recent past may be consulted [6, 15, 33, 51-54, 61, 63, 66, 78-80] . 
